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able document: it paints a vivid picture of Mrohaung in the
days of its prosperity and power.
Thirithudamma cultivated friendly relations with the Dutch
at Batavia and persuaded them to open a factory at his capital.
They were in urgent need of regular supplies of rice and slaves
for their Indonesian settlements, and could obtain large
quantities of both in Arakan. The slaves were the fruits of the
feringhi raids on Bengal. After Thirithudamma's death the
Dutch quarrelled with his successor, Narapatigyi (1638-45) and
for some years withdrew their factory. It was not reopened
until the reign of Sandathudamma (1652-84). In 1653 he signed
a commercial treaty with Batavia, which laid down the terms
upon which Dutch trade at Mrohaung was regulated for many
years. Sandathudamma is celebrated in the Arakanese chron-
icles as one of the noblest of their kings. During his long reign
Arakan pursued a far more enlightened policy towards European
traders than did its neighbour Burma. Unlike Burma it used
coined money. The Mughal tanga> the predecessor of the rupee,
was used in its ports, and from about 1660 an Arakanese
coinage, imitating that of India, was struck. For small bazaar
transactions cowrie shells were used. They were imported from
the Maldives, often by Dutch ships, which sold them in
Arakan at the rate of forty-eight viss for a rupee. The main articles
imported into the country by the Dutch were spices and
Japanese iron from Batavia, and Indian piece-goods from their
Coromandel Coast factories. The Daghregister of Batavia shows
that the Arakan trade was by no means an unimportant depart-
ment of Dutch commerce in the Bay of Bengal.
Dutch relations with Sandathudamma were interrupted in
1665 through an incident famous in Mughal annals. Shah
Shujah, son of the Emperor Shah Jehan and Viceroy of Bengal,
was involved with his brothers in the scramble for the throne
which arose out of their father's serious illness in 1657. It was
won by Aurungzeb, who managed to secure the throne in the
following year. In 1660 Shujah, unable to hold Bengal against
his brothers* attacks, fled to Dacca and took ship for Arakan
together with his family and a great quantity of treasure. The
Dianga/ermg/w relieved him of much of the treasure before he
reached Mrohaung. His advertised plan was to make a pil-